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T= the intrinſie Excellence of moral Good- 
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neſs has it's Charms, in the virtuous Eye; yet 


theſe, when oppoſed by the Allurements of the ; 
World, are found too feeble to attract the Bulk of Man- 3 
kind, who are too irreſolute not to yield to the Sollieita- 4 
tions of Vice. In our preſent imperfect State, the ſlen- Az 
der Ties, ariſing from the Confideration of the Rectitude 4 
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E 6.1 4 | 
and Amiableneſs of Virtue, are too eaſily diſſolved. Some 


ſuperior Principle is therefore neceſſary, to direct us in 
the Regulation of our Conduct, and to animate us to a 
proper Senſe of our Duty. And the only one, which can, 
with any Degree of Certainty, be recommended, as effec- 
tual to that Purpoſe, is This mentioned in the Text,--- 


the © Fear of God; that is, having our Minds impreſ- 


ſed with the moſt reverential Awe of the Sovereign Judge 
of the World, who, on a future Day, will ſummon us 
all before his Tribunal, and * render to every one ac- 
cording, to his Deeds.” This aweful Senſe of the Supreme 
Being is the firmeſt Support of Virtue, and the moſt cer- 
tain Preſervative from every Species of Vice. While 
Men continue under it's Influence, they cannot be guilty 


of enormous Crimes ; and it is ſolely to the Want of it, 
that we muſt attribute the numerous Villanies that are 


daily perpetrated among Mankind. Strange indeed it is, 
that the Defect of a Principle, which is ſo conducive to 
dur preſent, and ſo neceſſary to our future Happineſs, 
ſhould be the Subject of Complaint in a Country where 
the pure Doctrines of Chriſtianity are profeſſed and eſta- 
bliſhed ! Very ſtrange it is, that we who, like the Athe- 
nians of old, can \ boaſt of our Wiſdom i in enacting good 
Las 


9 Rom, ii. 6. 


T7 1 

Laws, ſhould like them alſo be ſubject to the Reproach 
of Folly for diſobeying thoſe Laws ! But that the Fact 
is ſo, the very Occaſion of theſe judicial Solemnities 
affords us too obvious a Proof. For, however bitter the 
Reflection may be to the virtuous and benevolent Mind, 
yet it muſt be confeſſed, that dreadful is the Variety of 
heinous Crimes, and exceſſive the Number of Thefts, 
Perjuries, and Murders, which conſtantly engage the- 
Time and Attention of our Judges, at their periodical 

 Viſitations, in the different. Parts of the Kingdom. 
Whence then proceed theſe Evils that deluge the 
World with Miſery? To what Cauſe are theſe Enormi- 
ties among Mankind, aſcribable?---The Words of the 
Text afford us a direct Anſwer,---** There is no Fear of 
God before their Eyes.” For if this Principle had it's 
due Influence on their Minds, it would be productive 
of the moſt beneficial Conſequences to Society; it 
would introduce into the World that Integrity . of 
Heart, that Rectitude of Conduct, which would afford 
us, even in our preſent State, ſome faint Anticipations, 
at leaſt, of the Pleaſures of Futurity ;---it would cre- 
ate in us an effectual Caution not to be guilty of any 
Act that ſhould: be injurious to our Neighbour, offen- 
tive to our Maker, or prejudicial to our own future Welfare. 
| Since 


[8] 


Since then ſuch are the Fruits of religious Fear, 1 
ſhall endeavour to recommend it in the following Diſ- 
courſe; and hope that, on the preſent Occaſion, it 
will not be deemed improper, if, in the Execution of 
that Taſk, I confine myſelf entirely to thoſe, who are 
concerned in judicial Proceedings. | 

Though among the numerous Bleflings which we of 
this Kingdom enjoy, under our preſent happy Conſtitu- 
tion, none more ſtrongly claims our Gratitude, than the 
due Proviſion our Laws have made for the regular Diſtri- 
bution of Juſtice ; yet if they who are inveſted with the 
Power of diſpenſing them, be not influenced by the Fear 
of God,” thoſe Laws (wiſely framed as they are) will be 
deprived of all their Utility, and become a mere lifeleſs 
Syſtem, without Force and without Efficacy, An awtul 
Senſe of the Deity then, is a neceſſary and effential In- 
gredient in the Character of 7h9ſe who ſhould be deemed 
worthy to preſide in our Courts of Judicature: and their 
being duly impreſſed with it, is the only infallible Pledge - 


they can give to the Public, for the conſcientious Diſ— 


charge of their Duty. Without it the Advantages of Age, 
and the conſequent Experience of human Nature,---the 


Advantages of Learning, fuperior Abilities, and Know- 


| ledge of the Laws, with the ſeveral Accompliſhments 


that 


1 
that characterize the Eminence of their Station „Aoſe 
all their Luſtre and Dignity. © 

We find therefore that this Principle is never forgotten 
in the Directions given for the Appointment of the Judges 
of Iſrael. The Advice to Moſes was, Thou ſhalt pro- 
« vide out of all the People, able Men, ſuch as fear God, 
Men of Truth, hating Covetouſneſs, and place ſuch 
« over them.” And King Jehoſophat ſays unto the 
Judges; + © Take Heed what ye do; for. ye judge not for 
Man but for the Lord, who is with you in Judgment: 
& wherefore now, let the Fear of the Lord be upon your 
take Heed to do it: for there is no Iniquity with the 
4 Lord your God, nor Reſpect of Perſons, not taking 
& of Gifts.“ Thus was tlie Fear of God recommended, 
to the Miniſters of Juſtice, under the Mofaic Diſpenſa- 
tion: and venerable indeed is that Character on which it 
has it's full Effeck. Magiſtracy can want Nothing to add 
to it's Splendor, or to invigorate it's Zeal for the Publie 
Welfare, when actuated by the Influefice of a Principle, 
which; in if's\falutary Conſequences,” inofardes the whole: 
Catatogiirof Human Vittiies 
Bue the Neceffity: of a in oh this Part of the 
Seer i is Wees when we confider in how / uncor- 
C © +  rupted. 


*. Ex0DUs. xviii. 21. +; 2. CHRON, xix. 6, 7. 
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rupted a Channel, the Stream of Juſtice has for many 
Years ſmoothly glided along in this Kingdom ;---where 
the Laws are impartially. and conſcientiouſly admini- 
ſtered,---where Crimes meet their deſerved Puniſhment, 
---where oppreſſed Innocence finds Relief, and injured 
Virtue certain Redreſs. Theſe are Bleſſings that are 
not ideal or promiſſory, but which we are now in actual 
Poſſeſſion of ;---Bleflings, of the Continuance whereof 
we have the moſt happy Proſpect under the 4a 
tion of our preſent honourable Judges. . 

But however invaluable may be the Blefling — bag 
Men, whoſe Minds are influenced by a juſt Senſe of the 
Deity, to preſide in our Courts of Judicature; yet, it 
muſt fall far ſhort of Perfection, if 7bo/e, to whom our 
Conſtitution has delegated the Power of making Inqui/i- 
tion, be not impreſſed with the fame religious Awe. 
Theſe therefore, in the next Place, demand our At- 
tention. 


Trial by Furies has been for many Ages, and Rill i is, 


juſtly conſidered in this Country, as one of it's peculiar 


Bleſſings. To them, in all Matters of Civil Controverſy, 
are entruſted the Lives, Property, and Reputation of the 
Subjects of this Realm. With what Degree of Venera- 


tion therefore they reverence the Deity, is a Matter of 
| | the 


1 


the utmoſt Conſequence to the Community. If they,” on 
whoſe Integrity we depend for the Security of every Thing 


that is valuable to us, ſhould be deſtitute of religious 


Principles, and without the Fear of God before their 
Eyes,” this Privilege, would immediately 'ceaſe to be a 
Bleſſing to us; and it would be high Time that we ſhould 
conſign it to ſome more virtyous People, and bid adieu 
to what our Anceſtors eſteemed the “ ſtrongeſt Bulwark 
of Britiſh Liberty. But we will not entertain this ſhock- 
ing Idea even for a Moment. While one Part of our 
Juries is compoſed of our principal Gentry. Men of 
liberal Education and Candour; and the otber, of the 
Yeomanry of this Country, Men of Honeſty and Inte- 
grity - and Soth, of Men enlightened by the Doctrines 
of Chriſtianity ;---we may ſafely depend on the Abilities 
of one Part for a full Enquiry, and the religious Prin- 
ciples of each, for a conſcientious: Verdict. Envy, 
Hatred, or Malice, Favour or, ſiniſter. Afection, can find 
no Harbour in that Breaſt, into which the Precepts of 
the Goſpel eee en 4 an D of the Al- 
mighty. . ac) objting 920 9413, 
 .. Since 5 chen are in be Kingdom: moſt highly. 
valued, as being the ern Guardians * public. Juſ- 
9 tice 5 
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tice; and ſince the Utility derived from them, can 
exiſt no longer, than while thoſe who compoſe them 
are influenced by the Fear of God; it is to be hoped that 
they will never ſacrifice, at the Altar of Prejudice or 
Partiality, a Principle ſo beneficial to Civil Society; nor 
deviate from that Line of Conduct, which conſtitutes the- 
Reſpectability of Eng/fh Furymen. | 5:8 
But here I beg Leave to obſerve, that, as is among one- 1 
Part of them, (I mean the Grand Jury) there ate many 
who are inveſted with full Power to put in Execution our ' 
falutary Laws, by puniſhing! afl Manner of Diſorder : an 99 
Impiety committed in their reſpective Dfſtricts; 'the con- 
ſtant and uniform Prevalence of the Fear of God. on their: 
Minds, is a:Mattor of ſuperlative Neceffity.. 
As Vice now diſdains to aſſume the S emblance of 
Virtue, and ſeems: rather to ttĩumptr in having become 
the ſole Object of modern -Idefetry ; us it's intoxicated. 
Votaries hade, in altrroſt every Corner of” our Streets, 
Temples for the Celebration of their” oeturnal Orgies ; ;- 
-—heſcrious Interferetice/offour Magiſtrates in correctin g 
the Irregularities practiſed in thoſe Seminaries of De- 
baublicry, isa Conſummation devout ly to be wiſhed,” 
Their cdevoive Authority will be much more efficacious, , 
in ſtemming the Torrent af INST, than the moſt con- 
- its. vincing: 
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vincing — Arima or the moſt verlage 080 | 


from the Pulpit. 

You therefore, (expreſaly called aſtices of the peace) 
you we muſt conſider as the principal Guardians of the 
Morals of the People, On your pious Exertions we re- 
poſe our moſt ſanguine Hopes of a Reformation of Man- 
ners. Your conſcientious Labours, in ſuppreſſing the 


Nurſeries of Vice and Immorality, will be more effectual 


to that Purpoſe, than even the judicial Proceedings of. 
theſe awful Aſerblies ;. and in the ſame Proportion too, 
as the Prevention of Crimes is of more Utility than the 
Puniſhment of them. It is therefore our Duty and In- 


tereſt to pray, that you always © may baue Grace, to en. 


d ecute Juſtice and to maintain Truth; and . that you may 
truly and indiſferentiy miniſter TFuſtice, ta the Puniſh». 


« ment of Wickednaſe and Vice, and to. the Maintenance 


of Gad . Religion and Virtge.” Happy will be the 
People under ſuch a Magiſtracy; and happy the Mi- 
ſtracy duly influenced by the Fear of God / | 

The next Object of our Attention muſt be, to enquire: 
what Effect the Fear of God will have on the Minds of 
thoſe who bear Witneſs in judicial Proceeding 


8. 
Such is the imperfe& State of our Nature, that we can 
deviſe no Means whereby we may ſatisfy ourſelves, with 
D Reſpect 
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Reſpect to the Veracity or Credibility of an Evidence, 
but by calling to our Aid the Sanction of religious Prin- 
ciples. Among the many temporal Bleſſings therefore 
that Religion has brought to Society, one of the moſt im- 
portant is, that it teaches us to confider an Oath as the 
moſt ſacred Pledge of Sincerity, and to dread the Violation 
of it with the utmoſt Horror. This e mm AF is an Ap- 
peal to the Almighty, for the Confirmation of our Teſti- 
mony. When therefore a Perſon is called upon to bear 
Witneſs on theſe Occaſions, in Matters relative either to 
Life or Property, the only Security we can have for the 
Veracity of his Teſtimony is, that he entertains a juſt 
Reverence for the Supreme Being,---the God of Truth, 
and the Avenger of Falſhood. If this Principle has it's 
due Influence on his Mind, the Candour and Integrity of 
his Atteſtation may be ſafely depended upon ; he will 
& ſpeak the Truth, the-whole Truth, and nothing but the 
„ Truth.” But if © there is no Fear of God before his 
«« Eyes, an Oath is to im an empty Form without Sig- 
nificance ; and the Guilt of Perjury conveys to hig Ideas 
no very terrible Conſequences. Indeed, the Dread of 
incurring the Puniſhment, which our Laws infli& on the 
Violation of an Oath, will demand his Caution ; but 
that it will be no Security for his Innocence, appears 

f N evidently 
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evidently from the frequent Commiſſion of this complĩ- 


cated Crime: a Crime which differs from all others in 
this particular Reſpect, viz. in the Commiſſion of other 
Crimes Men are apt to exclude God from their Thoughts; 


| in this, they call him to witneſs the oy AQ, and bid 
him Defiance. ( 
Time will not permit me to dwell, - on: the ha 
the of this heinous: Sin, and it's deſtructive Conſe - 


quences to Society, nor on the * Infamy annexed to it in 
7 this World, and the Puniſhment attending it in the next. 
* I ſhall therefore only obſerve that, as it is of ſuch Ma- 
lignity that it may be juſtly. ſaid to include almoſt all 

7 other Crimes, it behoves us all, in our ſeveral Stations 


and Callings, to exert our moſt ftrenuous Endeavours 173 


prevent the Growth of this prevalent Evil. 

One Method, among many others, of effeRing ſo Py 
ſirable a Purpoſe, would be, to take particular Care that 
every Perſon giving Teſtimony be made ul ſenſible, of 
the Nature of an Oath ;---and that it be adminiſtered to 
him in ſuch a deliberate, ſolemn Manner, as the Impor- 


tance of it requires. A. however ee e pre- 
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vailing the careleſs and rapid Mode of adminiſtering Oaths. 
in Courts of Judicature may be, it is certain that thoſe 
who preſide there cannot ſignalize themſelves in a better 
Cauſe, than-in ſhewing their Abhorrence of a Cuſtom, 

which is not only repugnant to every Degree of religious 
Fear, but offenſive ta common Decency. 

But to conclude. From the ſhort and imperfect Re- 
preſentation here given of the happy Influence which the 
Fear of God has on human Conduct, I hope the Utility 
and Neceſſity of it, on all judicial n will ſuffi- 
ciently appear. 

May our honourable Judge then be ever duly impreſſed 
with it, and may he always remember, when he aſcends 
the Throne of Juſtice, that it is his indiſpenſible Duty to 
% minifter true udgment unto the Prople.” And may 
thofe who affift him there, either by making Inqui/ition or 
bearing 7 eftimony, ever recolle&, that the Lives and Pro- 
perty of their Fellow Creatures depend on their Inte- 
grity; and that there will be a future Day of general 
Judgment, when they will be conſidered among the Num- 
ber of Culprits, ind when the Rewards and Puniſſiments 
of all will be exactly proportionable to their Deſerts. 

May every one, concerned on the preſent Occgſion, be 
guided in his Determinations by the Conſideration of a 
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Juſt and Omnipotent God's ſuperintending his Thoughts 
and Actions: and may we all, on every Occaſion, enter- p 
tain ſuch holy and elevated Sentiments of the Almighty 1 
as will be productive of the moſt reverential Awe. 7 


